specting the roads and means of communication, should have been
of inestimable service to the Federals, they were not to be em-
ployed as laborers or armed as soldiers. The North avoided the
appearance of a desire to raise the Negroes from the plane of
chattels to the rank of human beings.”

Here was no bid for the cotperation of either slaves or free
Negroes. In the North, Negroes were not allowed to enlist and
often refused with indignation. “Thus the weakness of the South
temporarily became her strength. Her servile population, repulsed
by Northern pro-slavery sentiment, remained at home engaged in
agriculture, thus releasing her entire white population for active
service in the field; while, on the other hand, the military resources
of the North were necessarily diminished by the demands of
labor,”*

It was as Frederick Douglass said in Boston in 1865, that the
Civil War was begun “in the interests of slavery on both sides. The
South was fighting to take slavery out of the Union, and the North
fighting to keep it in the Union; the South fighting to get it beyond
the limits of the United States Constitution, and the North fighting
for the old guarantees;—both despising the Negro, both insulting
the Negro.”

It was, therefore, at first by no means clear to most of the four
million Negroes in slavery what this war might mean to them.
They crouched consciously and moved silently, listening, hoping
and hesitating. The watchfulness of the South was redoubled. They
spread propaganda: the Yankees were not only not thinking of
setting them free, but if they did anything, they would sell them
into worse slavery in the West Indies. They would drive them from
even the scant comfort of the plantations into the highways and
purlieus. Moreover, if they tried to emancipate the slaves, they
would fail because they could not do this without conquest of the
South. The South was unconquerable.

The South was not slow to spread propaganda and point to the
wretched condition of fugitive Negroes in order to keep the loyalty
of its indispensable labor force. The Charleston Daily Courier said
February 18, 1863: “A company of volunteers having left Fayette
County for the field of action, Mr. Nance sent two Negro boys
along to aid the company. Their imaginations became dazzled with



