chance to run away not only increased, but after preliminary re-
pulse and hesitation, there was actual encouragement.

Not that the government planned or foresaw this eventuality; on
the contrary, having repeatedly declared the object of the war as
the preservation of the Union and that it did not propose to fight
for slaves or touch slavery, it faced a stampede of fugitive slaves.

Every step the Northern armies took then meant fugitive slaves.
They crossed the Potomac, and the slaves of northern Virginia
began to pour into the army and into Washington. They captured
Fortress Monroe, and slaves from Virginia and even North Caro-
lina poured into the army. They captured Port Royal, and the
masters ran away, leaving droves of black fugitives in the hands of
the Northern army. They moved down the Mississippi Valley, and
if the slaves did not rush to the army, the army marched to the
slaves. They captured New Orleans, and captured a great black
city and a state full of slaves.

What was to be done? They tried to send the slaves back, and
even used the soldiers for recapturing them. This was all well
enough as long as the war was a dress parade. But when it became
real war, and slaves were captured or received, they could be used
as much-needed laborers and servants by the Northern army.

This but emphasized and made clearer a truth which ought to
have been recognized from the very beginning: The Southern
worker, black and white, held the key to the war; and of the two
groups, the black worker raising food and raw materials held an
even more strategic place than the white. This was so clear a fact
that both sides should have known it. Frémont in Missouri took
the logical action of freeing slaves of the enemy round about him
by proclamation, and President Lincoln just as promptly repudi-
ated what he had done. Even before that, General Butler in Vir-
ginia, commander of the Union forces at Fortress Monroe, met
three slaves walking into his camp from the Confederate fortifica-
tions where they had been at work. Butler immediately declared
these men “contraband of war” and put them to work in his own
camp. More slaves followed, accompanied by their wives and chil-
dren. The situation here was not quite so logical. Nevertheless,
Butler kept the fugitives and freed them and let them do what
work they could; and his action was approved by the Secretary of
War,



