no Moses to lead it. Unlettered reason or the mere inarticulate
decision of instinct brought them to us. Often the slaves met preju-
dices against their color more bitter than any they had left behind.
But their own interests were identical, they felt, with the objects of
our armies; a blind terror stung them, an equally blind hope
allured them, and to us they come.”®

“Even before the close of 1862, many thousands of blacks of all
ages, ragged, with no possessions, except the bundles which they
carried, had assembled at Norfolk, Hampton, Alexandria and
Washington. Others, landless, homeless, helpless, in families and
in multitudes, including a considerable number of wretched white
people, flocked North from Tennessee, Kentucky, Arkansas and
Missouri. All these were relieved in part by army rations, irregu-
larly issued, and by volunteer societies of the North, which gained
their money from churches and individuals in this country and
abroad. In the spring of 1863, there were swarming crowds of
Negroes and white refugees along the line of defense made be-
tween the armies of the North and South and reaching from
Maryland to Virginia, along the coast from Norfolk to New
Orleans. Soldiers and missionaries told of their virtues and vices,
their joy and extreme suffering. The North was moved to an ex-
traordinary degree, and endless bodies of workers and missionaries
were organized and collected funds for materials.

“Rude barracks were erected at different points for the tempo-
rary shelter of the freedmen; but as soon as possible the colonies
thus formed were broken up and the people encouraged to make
individual contracts for labor upon neighboring plantations. In con-
nection with the colonies, farms were cultivated which aided to meet
the expenses. Hospitals were established at various points for the
sick, of whom there were great numbers. The separation of families
by the war, and illegitimate birth in consequence of slavery, left a
great number of children practically in a state of orphanage.”?

This was the beginning of the swarming of the slaves, of the
quiet but unswerving determination of increasing numbers no
longer to work on Confederate plantations, and to seek the free-
dom of the Northern armies. Wherever the army marched and in
spite of all obstacles came the rising tide of slaves seeking free-
dom. For a long time, their treatment was left largely to the discre-
tion of the department managers; some welcomed them, some



