wincial and lived apart on his plantation with his servants, his books
and his thoughts. Outside of agriculture, he jumped at conclusions
instead of testing them by careful research. He knew, for instance,
that the North would not fight. He knew that Negroes would never
revolt.

And so war came. War is murder, force, anarchy and debt. Its
end is evil, despite all incidental good. Neither North nor South
had before 1861 the slightest intention of going to war. The
thought was in many respects ridiculous. They were not prepared
for war. The national army was small, poorly equipped and with-
‘out experience. There was no file from which someone might draw
‘plans of subjugation.
~ When Northern armies entered the South they became armies of
‘emancipation. It was the last thing they planned to be. The North
did not propose to attack property. It did not propose to free
slaves. This was to be a white man’s war to preserve the Union,
‘and the Union must be preserved. . . .

. Thus the Negro himself was not seriously considered by the
majority of men, North or South. And yet from the very beginning,
"__ - Negm nccupied the center of the stage because of very simple

B 953,740 bIack slaves and 261,918 free Negroes. What was to be
‘the relatlon of this mass of workers to the war? What did the war

‘the Negro did nothing but faithfully serve his master until emanci-
‘pation was thrust upon him; the other that the Negro immediately,
just as quickly as the presence of Northern soldiers made it pos-
le, left serfdom and took his stand with the army of freedom.
" It must be borne in mind that nine-tenths of the four million
black slaves could neither read nor write, and that the overwhelm-
ne majority of them were isolated on country plantations. Any
mass movement under such circumstances must materialize slowly
and painfully. What the Negro did was to wait, look and listen and
iry to see where his interest lay. There was no use in seeking refuge
in an army which was not an army of freedom; and there was no
sense in revolting against armed masters who were conquering the
world. As soon, however, as it became clear that the Union armies



