Rhode Island regiment through Baltimore in June, he courteously

returned two Negroes who tried to run away with him. They were

“supposed to be slaves,” although they may have been free Ne- |

|- S -

groes. On the 4th of July, Colonel Pryor of Ohio delivered an |

address to the people of Virginia in which he repudiated the ac-
cusation that the Northern army were Abolitionists.

“T desire to assure you that the relation of master and servant as
recognized in your state shall be respected. Your authority over
that species of property shall not in the least be interfered with. To
this end, I assure you that those under my command have per-
emptory orders to take up and hold any Negroes found running
about the camp without passes from their masters.”

Halleck in Missouri in 1862 refused to let fugitive slaves enter
his lines. Burnside, Buell, Hooker, Thomas Williams and McClel-
lan himself, all warned their soldiers against receiving slaves and

most of them permitted masters to come and remove slaves found }'

within the lines.

The constant charge of Southern newspapers, Southern politicians

and their Northern sympathizers, that the war was an abolition war,

met with constant and indignant denial. Loyal newspapers, orators -

and preachers, with few exceptions, while advocating stringent
measures for putting down the Rebellion, carefully disclaimed any
intention of disturbing the “peculiar institution” of the South. The
Secretary of State informed foreign governments, through our
ministers abroad, that this was not our purpose. President Lincoln,
in his earlier messages, substantially reiterated the statement. Lead-
ing generals, on entering Southern territory, issued proclamations
to the same effect. One even promised to put down any slave insur-

rection “with an iron hand,” while others took vigorous measures |

to send back the fugitives who sought refuge within their lines. =

“In the early years of the war, if accounts do not err, during the
entire period McClellan commanded the Army of the Potomac,

John Brown’s Body’ was a forbidden air among the regimental

bands. The Hutchinsons were driven from Union camps for sing-
ing abolition songs, and in so far as the Northern army interested
itself at all in the slavery question, it was by the use of force to
return to their Southern masters fugitives seeking shelter in the
Union lines. While the information they possessed, especially re-
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