holders of small properties, eager to work and raise crops, amen-
able to suggestion and general direction. All they needed was
honesty in treatment, and education. Wherever these conditions
were fulfilled, the result was little less than phenomenal. This was
testified to by Pierce in the Carolinas, by Butler’s agents in North
Carolina, by the experiment of the Sea Islands, by Grant’s depart-
ment of Negro affairs under Eaton, and by Banks’ direction of
Negro labor in Louisiana. It is astonishing how this army of strik-
ing labor furnished in time 200,000 Federal soldiers whose evident
ability to fight decided the war,

General Butler went from Virginia to New Orleans to take
charge of the city newly captured in April, 1862. Here was a
whole city half-filled with blacks and mulattoes, some of them
wealthy free Negroes and soldiers who came over from the Con-
federate side and joined the Federals.

Perhaps the greatest and most systematic organizing of fugitives
took place in New Orleans. At first, Butler had issued orders that
no slaves would be received in New Orleans. Many planters were
unable to make slaves work or to support them, and sent them
back of the Federal lines, planning to reclaim them after the war
Wwas over. Butler emancipated these slaves in spite of the fact that
he knew this was against Lincoln’s policy. As the flood kept
coming, he seized abandoned sugar plantations and began to work
them with Negro labor for the benefit of the government.

By permission of the War Department, and under the authority
of the Confiscation Act, Butler organized colonies of fugitives, and
regulated employment. His brother, Colonel Butler, and others
worked plantations, hiring the Negro labor. The Negroes stood at
Butler’s right hand during the trying time of his administration,
and particularly the well-to-do free Negro group were his strongest
allies. He was entertained at their tables and brought down on
himself the wrath and contempt, not simply of the South, but even
of the North. He received the black regiment, and kept their black
officers, who never forgot him. Whatever else he might have been
before the war, or proved to be afterwards, “the colored people of
Louisiana under the proper sense of the good you have done to the
African race in the United States, beg leave to express to you their
gratitude.”



