ments, 41,150; in cities, on plantations and in freedmen’s villages
and cared for, 72,500. Of these 62,300 are entirely self-support-
ing—the same as any industrial class anywhere else—as planters,
mechanics, barbers, hackmen, draymen, etc., conducting enter-
prises on their own responsibility or working as hired laborers. The
remaining 10,200 receive subsistence from the government. 3,000
of them are members of families whose heads are carrying on
plantations and have under cultivation 4,000 acres of cotton. They
are to pay the government for their sustenance from the first in-
come of the crop. The other 7,200 include the paupers—that is to
say, all Negroes over and under the self-supporting age, the crip-
pled and sick in hospital, of the 113,650 and those engaged in
their care, Instead of being unproductive, this class has now under
cultivation 500 acres of corn, 790 acres of vegetables and 1,500
acres of cotton, besides working at wood-chopping and other in-
dustries. There are reported in the aggregate over 100,000 acres of
cotton under cultivation. Of these about 7,000 acres are leased
and cultivated by blacks. Some Negroes are managing as high as
300 or 400 acres.”

The experiment at Davis Bend, Mississippi, was of especial
interest. The place was occupied in November and December,
1864, and private interests were displaced and an interesting
socialistic effort made with all the property under the control of
the government. The Bend was divided into districts with Negro
sheriffs and judges who were allowed to exercise authority under
the general control of the military officers. Petty theft and idleness
were soon reduced to a minimum and “the community distinctly
demonstrated the capacity of the Negro to take care of himself and
exercise under honest and competent direction the functions of self-
government. . ., .12

Confusion and lack of system were the natural result of the
general strike. Yet, the Negroes had accomplished their first aim in
those parts of the South dominated by the Federal army. They had
largely escaped from the plantation discipline, were receiving
wages as free laborers, and had protection from violence and
Justice in some sort of court,

About 20,000 of them were in the District of Columbia;



