1LF4 MIIEITVE 2 Piavih mast

ernor Walker of Florida said in his inaugural in 1865: “Where, in
all the records of the past, does history present such an instance of
steadfast devotion, unwavering attachment and constancy as was
exhibited by the slaves of the South throughout the fearful contest
that has just ended? The country invaded, homes desolated, the
master absent in the army or forced to seck safety in flight and
leave the mistress and her helpless infants unprotected, with every
incitement to insubordination and instigation, to rapine and mur-
der, no instance of insurrection, and scarcely one of voluntary
desertion has been recorded.”

The changes upon this theme have been rung by Southern
orators many times since. The statement, of course, is not quite
true. Hundreds of thousands of slaves were very evidently leaving
their masters’ homes and plantations. They did not wreak ven-
geance on unprotected women. They found an easier, more effec-
tive and more decent way to freedom. Men go wild and fight for
freedom with bestial ferocity when they must—where there is no
other way; but human nature does not deliberately choose blood—
at least not black human nature. On the other hand, for every slave
that escaped to the Union army, there were ten left on the un-
touched and inaccessible plantations.

Another step was logical and inevitable. The men who handled
a spade for the Northern armies, the men who fed them, and as
spies brought in information, could also handle a gun and shoot.
Without legal authority and in spite of it, suddenly the Negro
became a soldier, Later his services as soldier were not only per-
mitted but were demanded to replace the tired and rebellious white
men of the North. But as a soldier, the Negro must be free.

The North started out with the idea of fighting the war without
touching slavery. They faced the fact, after severe fighting, that
Negroes seemed a valuable asset as laborers, and they therefore
declared them ‘‘contraband of war.” It was but a step from that to
attract and induce Negro labor to help the Northern armies. Slaves
were urged and invited into the Northern armies; they became
military laborers and spies; not simply military laborers, but
laborers on the plantations, where the crops went to help the
Federal army or were sold North. Thus wherever Northern armies
appeared, Negro laborers came, and the North found itself actually



